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The Muslims’ Migration to Abyssinia (Ethiopia(
Under the Auspice of the Prophet (PBUH(

This paper is aiming to explore the reasons behind the first and
second migrations of some Muslims to Abyssinia after the mischief
and torture meted out to them by the polytheists of Makkah because
they embraced the new faith, the Islam. The paper assumes that this
incident took place after Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him)permitted it and allowed some of his followers to flee with their
faith secretly to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) in the fifth and sixth years of

prphethood respectively.

The number of emigrants in both the two events were about one

hundred including women who were about a quarter of this number.
The Prophet (PBUH) chose Abyssinia as an asylum refuge because of
its famous ‘Negus’ or the King of Abyssinia who was renowned for

his justice and fair attitudes.

Though Quraish polytheists tried to persuade the Negus to ill-treat
the Muslim emigrants, he turned a deaf ear to those polytheists and
received the Muslims warmly after he questioned them about their

new religion. So they were victorious and lovers of their folk.

As for the emigrants’ first and second returns, that was a concrete
proof of their love of , and their obedience to the directions of the
Prophet (PBUH) . Besides, it was an expression of their attitude to be
closer to their Prophet in Al-Madinah and their desire to fight beside
their brothers and sisters to realize the goals of their cause. They
returned in three batches the last of which was under the leadership
of Ja’afar Ibn Abi Talib, the cousin of the Prophet (PBUH). That was
in the beginning of the seventh year of Al-Hijrah
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