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by HASSANE YARTI

That day was etched in my memory:the day myillness intensified.
and | found myself among my family who hurriedly took me to the
hospital.

The journey from hometo the hospital seemed endless, as | couldn't see
any

of the roads the ambulance took. All | saw were my father's mournful
eyes, which made the walls of the world crumble before me.

| wasn't fully aware of what was happening to me. yet | rejoiced at the
possibility of leaving this world to meet those | lost in the afterlife,
especially afterthetragic incident that befell my family last year.

When | was placed on abed ina dimly lit corner of the emergency department, the medical team immediately
decidedtosedate me.
| didn't understand why.

| was too young to decipher the doctors' codes, just as young as the doctors who were oblivious to my
sensitivity to the anesthetic substances they injected into my veins. The first doses of anesthesia rushed
through my arteries. propelling me into imaginary worlds in a dark tunnel shrouded by shadowy creatures that
surrounded my body as | slid.
| slid.

| slid.

| slid, like someoneriding a carousel inan amusement park.

Instead of fear, | was overwhelmed with asense of joy and liberation. Pain dissipated.
| said to myself, | must be dead.
After a few moments, the darkness dissipated. and colorful images gradually returned to me. | saw myself
bound by a silver transparent thread that enveloped my ethereal body, swinging in the room's space at times
and revolving around itself at othertimes.
| heard the doctorsarguing: “Let'stry one lasttime”.

| thought of my father.

Being free from my physical body allowed me to penetrate the wall and see him. He wept tears of blood upon
seeing me; |l tried to communicate with him, but he paid no attention, unable to hearorsee me.

| hesitated to return and observe what the inexperienced were doing to my body. The room was areal chaotic
market, with doctorsimmersed in delivering electric shocks to my chest.
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With each shock. the bed twitched beneath my body. and | could hear the sound of my bones rattling. Their
efforts proved futile, sothey began pounding on my chestand rubbing my limbs.

| knew | had met my end.

And | saw my physical body like never before. It wasn't flat as | saw it in the reflection of the mirror. | saw itin its
entirety, from differentangles and dimensions.

Those momentstore away what remained inside me, and | realizedthatl would not return home with my family.
| had become a specterwith no presence amongthem...

Today, | became aspecteramong the specters of the universe. with no restraintthat could stand in my way:
neithertime nor place. | utilized my imaginative abilities to be present with my loved ones. to be their
guardian angel. | visit them constantly before resuming my swim between the clear skies and vast lands.

That's how | wil

| live: free...

And forthis purpose, | will live: guarding my lineage and protecting
them fromthe whims of mischief-makers and the evils of the wicked...

Finally, Ifound the freedom | had longed for.
Finally, | can bereassured aboutthe daystocome.

Nina A
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Realms of longing
Good at phobia
trembley of spectra
With my eagerness
riot of the swish

Realms of longing

the wind runs through me
comes before me,to you
with bare pulse

| babbling about you

Realms of longing
she stutters quietly
breaths

lives with a shadow
itinforms you

TRANSLATIONBY
El-Hocine Abad

Realms of longing

brings wonderful passion
surrounding you closely
tightly clingingtome
your soul

Realms of longing
In a false eternity
sherejoices and trembles,

the eagerness

onthe palm of sunset
portable the soul

Realms of longing

apparently, dont feel

the cold of the wind
you mOock my eagerness
here andthere... never
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